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/hen he had been Heir Apparent, she and he had con-
ived a wax doll to represent the reigning monarch, and
;uck it frill of pins ; this effigy they had sent to a magician
i Stambul who had flagellated it with rose-brambles and
ursed it while seated on the Holy Koran, so that the
regress of the then Sultan's illness might be accelerated.
But Meste Alem neither knew nor cared whether these
lings were true. Her place was to listen, since love-
laking seemed out of the question.

The Czar of Russia and the King of England, said the
Sultan, had met in the waters of a Northern sea in order
to discuss the future of Turkey. They had decided that
Macedonia was to be divided up between them, and that
the country should be Christianised.

" They want Macedonia for themselves," he said, " and
they will set about stealing it in the usual way. First they
will institute an international police force to keep order
there. Then they will want their own customs officers to
raise taxes to pay for the police. Finally a British or a
Russian Governor will be required to supervise these
officials and to make the country into another Egypt. All
this they will do in the name of Peace, Progress, and
Democracy. Up there in the fogs of the North they talk
fine big words in Parliaments and about Parliaments, but
they have no idea of the damage their half-baked idealisms
will do when transplanted here. Or are they deliberately
trying to ruin Turkey with the poison of Western political
institutions ? I wouldn't put it past them. AU my life I
have watched the intrigues of the Great Powers. They
have tried to filch Bulgaria and Bosnia and Egypt and
Crete from me, They have encouraged the Arabs to
mutiny in the Yemen, and the Druses in the Lebanon, and